Colorado Sail and Yacht Club
Instructions for Dinghy Race Committee

Please be set-up on the lake around 5:30PM so that we can get a start no later than 6:00PM. We use
three (3) temporary colored round buoys, a start/finish line pin, and RC boat for setting a course in
Roxborough Cove. These temporary marks are kept onboard the RC pontoon boat when not in use. On
the lake itself, fixed Club keelboat marks 1&2 and Chatfield State Park marks comprising the “no wake
zone” may also be used. If there are larger boats (i.e. Windriders) present, comprising a fleet (i.e. three
or more boats), and if requested by the fleet members themselves, a separate longer course may be set
using fixed marks out on the lake. However, under most weather conditions it's recommended we keep
the boats, and especially the small dinghies (i.e. Topaz, Lasers, etc.), confined to the shelter of
Roxborough Cove. The racers may be able to help you in setting the marks for a course.

Set a short enough course for the conditions, that will allow us to get-in ~3~4+ dinghy races per evening.

Consider setting a triangular course allowing flexibility in sailing
different courses. The pin (port end of the line) and RC boat
(starboard end of the line) should be set as the start/finish line,
as square as possible to the existing wind. Mark 1 (windward
mark) should be set directly upwind from the line, and should
be the longest leg of the triangle. Mark 2 (gybe mark) may be
set about ~50~100 yards off the pin-end of the line. Mark 3
(leeward mark) should be set directly downwind from the
start/finish line. Most courses should be sailed “with marks left
to port” to avoid potential rules snafus if courses were sailed
“with marks left to starboard”. Marks set in a triangular fashion,
as shown, will allow you to sail multiple courses:

3
Course Order of Marks
Windward/leeward Marks 1, 3, finish
Triangular Marks 1, 2, 3, finish
Triangular, windward/leeward  Marks 1, 2, 3, 1, 3, finish
Short course Marks 1, downwind finish

You will need a watch/clock, whistle, pencil, and paper (kept on the RC boat or bring your own). Record
the skipper’s name, boat class, sail number, and elapsed finish times (in minutes:seconds) for each race.
Email results to Larry Moreland (CSYC Scorer)(zcvnav@comcast.net) as soon as possible, after racing.



The starting sequence for each race is, as follows:

Signal Sound
Attention Series of short sounds
Warning 3 long
Preparatory 2 long

1 long, 3 short

1 long

3 short

2 short

1 short

5 short, 1 second apart
Starting 1 long

Be prepared to render assistance with the RC boat to boats that are capsized and unable to right
themselves. Do not interfere if your assistance is not warranted. The RC boat has a VHF radio if
external support is required (Channel 68), and it should be turned-on for the duration of the evening so

Time before Start

Before the warning

3 minutes

2 minutes

1 minute, 30 seconds
1 minute

30 seconds

20 seconds

10 seconds

5-4-3-2-1 seconds

0

that boat owners and shoreside individuals can reach you.

The last race for the evening should start before sunset, and no later than 7:30PM. Allow time to get the
boats off the water with some light remaining, and no later than 8:00PM (especially if the winds are light
and if some boats have launched from the marina’s ramp and need time to return).

If you have any questions, contact any of the racers on the lake. Most are familiar with the dinghy race
procedures.. Thanks, and we do appreciate you taking the time to serve as dinghy RC.

Gary Simon
CSYC Past Commodore
07/19/2026



